
Town of Otter Creek Driveway Ordinance
Regulating Driveways and Access to Town Roads

Ordinance No. 07-l l-23-02

Under authority of Wiscousin Stat. g 86.07(2)(a) and Dunn County Cor.nprehensive Zoning Ordinance Chapter
13.3.2.09 Driveway Standards and where applicable. Dunn County's land division ordinance Lrnder Chapter43
(Streets. Public and Private Roads and Access E,asernents). Chapter 16.44 (Access) and Chapter 16.46 (Lots and

Outlots), the Tor.vn of Otter Creek Town Board adopts the following driveway ordinance.

86.07(2Xa) Subject to par. (b) and s. 86.16 ( lrn) (a) 2. and (q) and (Q. no person shall rnake any excavation or fill
or install any culveft or make any other alteration in any highrvay or in any rranner disturb any highway or bridge
without a permit from the highway authority maintaining the highway. SLrch perrnit shall contain the statetlent
and be sub.ject to the condition that the work shall be constructed subiect to such rules and regulations as may be

prescribed by said authority and be perfonned and conrpleted to its satisfaction. and in the case of temporary
alterations that the highr.vay or bridge shall be restored to its fonner condition. and that the perrnittee shall be

liable to the town or county or state, as the case may be. for all darnages which occur durit.tg the progress of said
work or as a result thereof. Nothing herein shall abridge the right of the deparlment. the county board or its
highway comr.r.rittee. orany other local authority to rnake such additional rules. regulations and conditions not
inconsistent herewith as rnay be deemed uecessary and proper for the preservatiorr of highways, or fbr the safety
of the public. and to make the granting of an1- such perrnit conditionalthereon. If any cLrlvert is installed or any
excavation or fill or any other alteration is rnade in violation of the provisions of this paragraph. the highway or
bridge rnay be restored to its fornrer condition by the highway authority in charge of the maintenance thereof at

the expense of the violator: and any person who violates this paragraph shall be punished by a fine of not less than

$50 nor tnore than $500. or by imprisonu-lent not exceeding 6 months. or both.

Section I

The town board shall have the authority to regulate all driveways providing access to township roads. and to order
changes and improvernents to existing driveways that. in the.judgment of the board. constitute a safety hazard. or
rray cause excessive darrage to township roads. orthat are not of adequate width and construction to support
heavy equipment if it is likely that such equipment will be using the driveway. Tl-re cost of such changes shall be

the responsibility of the landowner or persons using the driver.vay.

A driveway pernrit will be required. and the form is attached to this ordinance and rnay be for.rnd in a link on the
Town of Otter Creek website. Specifications of this forrn shall apply to drivewavs where the driveways access

towrt roads: however. the board rnay nrodify the specifications at its discretion when necessary to rneet trnique
requirements present at a specific location.

Section 2

All new driveways require prior approval by the town board. The board shall have authority to deny requests for
driveways that are a saf'ety hazard. that may cause damage to tor.vnship roads. that provide access to property
which is out of compliance with zoning or otlter ordinances. or that does not conform to driveway standards.

An existirtg driveway that has been used for interrnittent access for purposes such as access to farmland, logging
access. occasional recreational Lrse, or has been abandoned, will reqLrire a new driveway pennit if the purposes it
is used for change.

Changes requiring a new driveway include construction of a perrnanent strLlcture on previously r-rnimproved land.
subdivision of the land served by the driveway. grarrting an easelnent if the easement rnakes use of an existin.,
driveway. or any changes in land or drivervav use that are likely to darnage roads or pose a risk to saf-ety.



Where the portion of the driveway is in the town right-of-way, the board shall have authority to require

constructiou plans. specify the type of construction. including culverls. surface materials. base nraterials. and

grades for all new driveways.

E,asemerrts granted after approval of this ordinance to provide access to town roads shall be a minimurn of 66 feet

wide. unless the entire board approves an exceptiou based upon conditions unique to the situation fotrnd at the

locatiou.

The board shall have the authority to rerrove or close unapproved driveways at the expense of the landowner and

shall have the aLrthority to place these charges as an assessrxent on the parcel's property tax bill.

The torvn ntay construct a poftion of new driveways located in the road right-of-way or 33 feet from the center of
the road at the request of the driveway applicant. Materials. equipnrent. and labor cost will be billed to the

landor,vner or person applying for the driveway perrnit.

If construction of a new driveway does not r.neet the construction requirernents as specified in tlte driveway
perrrit. the township tray recoustruct the driveway to meet the conditiorrs of the perrnit. Materials. equipmettt.
and labor costs will be billed to the larrdowlter or person applying for the driveway perrnit. The towtt board will
set rates lor this uork.

Section 3

Access to town roads fiom all lands in the torvn shall only be on approved driveways uttless other access is

granted by the board. This provision includes. but is not lirnited to. access for commercial logging. Any darnages

caused by driving auy eqr-ripment in ditches. shoulders, road surfaces or road right-of-way fiom any point other
than an approved driveway shall be billed to the party causing damages and/orto the landowlrer. It.t cases were

access to a town road without using an approved driveway has caused the road darnages, the board shall have

authority to bill an arnoLrr.lt equal to triple the resr-rlting darnage, plus any fines. to tlte responsible parlies.

Section 4
It is a violation of this ordinance to operate any type of equipment on a towtt road itr a way tltat causes dalnages to

the road. shoulders. or ditches. Anv person causing such darnages shall be responsible for paying the firll cost of
all repairs needed to restore the road. The board shall have authority to bill an amount equalto triple the resulting
damages to the responsible parties when damage is caused by willful violation of posted weight lirnits, or other
terrns of this ordinance.

It is a violation of this ordinance to conduct logging operations within the right-of-way of any town road without
pennission of the board. It is perrnissible to cut and rerrrove tinrber within road right-of-way. but it is specifically
forbidden to skid logs or-r. over, to. or across road surfaces and shoulders. or through. on. over and across ditches
located within road right-of-rvay. Logs may not be stockpiled on the road right-of-way or loaded to vehicles
parked orr road right-of-way withor-rt written pernrission of the town board. Permission of the board to stockpile or
load logs does not relieve loggers or landowners of their obligation to pay for all darnages caused to torvn roads

bv these operations.

Landowners or occupants of land who are engaged in gathering firewood or logs for their own use shall be

exernpt from this section. provided that their activities do not result in damage on the road right-of-way. Paytnettt

fbr any damages caused by these activities shall be the responsibility of the landowner. If the board believes that
these activities are likely to cause damage. they have the authority to require that access be limited to approved
driveways.



Section 5

The torvn will charge a f'ee fbr driveway permits. The board rvill set this fee annually.

The town board shall have the authority to levy the following penalties to enforce this ordinance: a fitte of up to

$100 per day for driveways installed without pennission after the date rvhich this ordinance takes effectl a fine of
up to $500 per occurrence for gaining access to a town road without use of a driveway which results in datnage to
the road right-of-way or with any type of equiprnent with the gross weight over 20.000 poundsl a fine olr"rp to
$1,000 per occurreltce for conducting unauthorized logging operations rvithin the road right-of-way. Each day

that such an activity takes place will be considered an occurrence. The town board shall have the power to collect

full payment for all damages to roads as specified in the above sections. The board shall also have the power to

assess payment for all necessary legal fees. and other expenses entailed in the enforcelnent of this ordinance and

interest costs at the rate of 1.5o/o per month fbr unpaid fines. damages or legal expenses. 
-l'he board rnay collect

these lees by placing a special assessrnent on the propefty tax bill for the land parcel where these violatiotls
occurred.

Section 6

The board may designate one of its rnernbers to issue permits and enforce this ordirraltce. The board will retain the

authority to review permits and enforcerrent at its discretion. and will retain ultirnate authority to adrninister the

tenns of this ordinance.

Section 7

Should any section of this ordinance be declared invalid. such decisions shall Itot affect the validity of the

remaining sectior.rs.

Section 8

With the enactment of this ordinance. the Town of Otter Creek is repealing any previous ordinances. or
resolutions. wliich rrav be in conflict with the terrns of this ordinance.

Section 9

This ordinance shall take effect after publication/posting as provided by law.

Adopted this day by the town board of the l'own of Otter Creek, Dunn County. Wisconsin.

Date: July 11.2023
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Attested by Clerk
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